$80 MILLION PATENT:
Simple, Useful & Affordable

“TOPSYTAILS” patent owned by Tomina Edmark of Dallas was invented by her while working as a saleswoman.
Ms. Edmark began filling mail orders from her home in 1991, at night after work. By 1993, sales

had reached $80 million,

and Edmark was still

running the

business

from her home.

Acgording to Edmark, “This isn’t brain surgery. This is a good idea and I marketed it the best way I could.”
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HAIR STYLING TOOL
TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates to personal grooming, and in
particular to creation of an attractive hair appearance.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Hair styling is an important part of personal grooming and
appearance. Much time and money is spent on preparing the
appearance of a person’s hair, and an entire indusiry has
developed full of products and services to fulfill this demand.

As the pace of life continues to accelerate, there is an ever
increasing desire to minimize the time required to prepare
and attractive hair style. Therefore, a need exists for
apparatus and methods which assist in the creation of an
attractive hair style in a minimum amount of time.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, a
tool is provided for inverting a hair tail. The tool has an
elongate probe with a first end and a second end. The probe
is inserted in the hair tail at a distance from the end of the hair
tail. Aloop is attached to the probe at the second end thereof.
The end of the hair tail is inserted through the loop and the
probe and loop are pulled through the hair tail to invert the
hair tail.

In accordance with other aspects of the present invention,
the probe is preferably and elongate cylindrical member
coming at the first end. The loops is preferably formed of as
resilient material which allows it to deform as it passes through
the hair tail and rebound to its original shape.

In accordance with another aspect of the present invention,
a method for inverting a hair tail is provided. The method
includes the step of inserting a first end of an elongate probe
into the hair tail at a distance from the end of the hair. The
method continues with the step of passing the end of the hair
tail through a loop attached to the opposite, second end of the
elongate probe and pulling the elongate probe and loop
through the hair tail to invert the hair tail.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete understanding of the invention can be had
by referring to the following Detailed Description, taken with
the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a side view of a tool forming a first embodiment
of the present invention; and

FIGS. 2A-C illustrate the use of the tool to invert a hair tail.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like reference
numerals designate like or corresponding parts throughout
the several views, and in particular to FIG. 1, there is
illustrated a tool 10 forming a first embodiment of the present
invention. The tool 10 includes a relatively elongate and
inflexible cylindrical probe 12 which extends to a point 14 at
a first end thereof. An elastic loop 16 is secured to the probe
at the second end 18 of the probe. The loop 16 is preferably
made of a material such as plastic, which can resiliently
deform under the influence of external forces, but rebound to
its ringlike shape when those forces have been removed. In
deformation, the circumference of the loop will not vary
significantly, if at all. The deformation occurs in the flexing
of the material forming the loop, which allows the opening
through the loop to conform to the hair.

With reference now to FIGS. 2A-C, the representation of a
hair tail 20 is iflustrated, which is a common form of hair
style considered easy to prepare, yet attractive. Such hair
tails can be ponytails, pigtails, puppy tails and puppy ears
and the like. Quite often, an element 22, such as a rubber
band or elastic tie, is used to bind the hair tail. As will be
described hereinafter, the tool 10 can be used to invert the
hair tail to provide a pleasing and unique hair style as
illustrated in FIG. 2C.

To invert the hair tail, the point 14 of the probe 12 is
inserted through the hair tail between the element 22 and the
head, as shown in FIG. 2A. The point 14 allows the probe to
be inserted to glide with little friction through the hair, and
without pulling excessively on the hair itself.

The end 24 of the hair tail is then passed through the loop
16 from one side thereof as illustrated in FIG. 2B. The
flexibility of the loop allows it to expand or deform as
necessary as the hair is pulled therethrough.

Finally, the probe and loop are pulled through the hair tail
in the direction of arrow 26 in FIG. 2B to pull the end 24 of
the hair tail through part of the hair tail to invert the hair tail.
As the hair tail is inverted, the loop 16 naturally slides off the
end of the hair tail, and the tool 10 comes free of the hair.
Again, the flexibility of the loop 16 allows it to flatten or
deform as it is pulled through the hair, yet rebound to its natural
ring shape.

Depending on preference, the tool 10 can be made as an
integral unit of one material, such as plastic, or ir two parts
welded, glued, or otherwise secured together, which permits
the probe and loop to be made of different materials. For
example, the probe 12 could be made of metal or semi-rigid
plastic, while the loop 16 is made of resilient plastic.

‘While only a single embodiment of the invention has been
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, and described in
the foregoing Detailed Description, it will be understood that
the invention is not limited to the embodiment disclosed, but
is capable of numerous rearrangements, modifications and
substitutions or parts and elements without departing from
the spirit of the invention.



